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and other factors which have no bearing on the requirements of
the offender when in prison, and thus it may prove too long or
too short for useful psychiatric treatment".1 The very first of
their illustrative cases, that of a youth aged ig who had received
three and three years' penal servitude, concurrent, for sodomy,
with no aggravating features emerging from the summary given,
shows the crassest possible incongruity between the psycho-
therapeutic situation and the length of the sentence, though it
is an incongruity of a kind different from that indicated above.
Criminal courts may easily be tempted to interpret a verdict
of " unsuitable for psychotherapy " as indicating a particularly
heavy dose of moral wickedness in the offender. In fact, such
a verdict is most likely to occur in cases of abnormal constitutional
disposition where environmental factors play only a secondary
role. There are, in other words, many homosexual offenders to
whom neither treatment nor punishment should reasonably be
applied,2 and any attempt to justify prison sentences for them by
reference to the possibility of treatment which such sentences
entail must remain futile. ce One can confidently state that one
has never seen a case influenced, except for the worse, by im-
prisonment ", writes Dr. Clifford Allen.3 If society has to be
protected against really dangerous homosexuals it can only be
through long periods of detention of a non-penal character.
Even the " penal institution of a special kind " for certain
abnormal types of criminals as advocated in the Report on the
Psychological Treatment of Crime,4 useful as it will no doubt be
for other categories of sexual and non-sexual offenders, does not
seem to be suitable for those with homosexual tendencies. While
its " penal" character would give offence to those who can
discover no criminal element in homosexuality as such, the fact
that it would be an institution for different types of abnormal
lawbreakers makes it unsuitable to receive homosexuals. An
aspect which is, surprisingly enough, not even touched in the
East-de Hubert Report is the psychological effect of the presence
of homosexuals in an institution. The subject " Homosexuality

1 East-de Hubert, p. 156 ;   also p. 160,

2 Krafft-Ebing, op. cit, p. 460, expressed the view that the number of cases
which can be really cured would always remain limited.   Although it may increase
with advancing medico-psycholdgical knowledge, for all practical purposes one has
still to expect a considerable proportion of failures,

8 The New Statesman and Natwn, Sept. 18, 1943.   Special reference may be made
to the interesting correspondence which appeared in that periodical on Sept. 4, n,
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fubert, pp. 155, 159, 164.